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Quo Vadis, Europa?



Territorial Foresight 

Framework to support participants in a structured 

forward thinking concerning territorial development. 

Territorial foresight is 

a future oriented approach characterised by 

(a) critical, lateral thinking on long-term developments and 

their impacts on territorial development, 

(b) wider participatory engagement and 

(c) informing public and/or private decision making. 

Territorial dimension in foresight thinking

Include ESPON Territorial Impact Assessment 

approach in foresight work.





Place-based Circular Economy 

Resource efficient production – changing production patterns 

• Reducing waste to a minimum

• The value of products and resources remains in the economy for as 

long as possible

• Less products are produced 

• Repair, reuse and recycling implies a shift from large to smaller 

production sites 

Resource efficient use – changing societal and behavioural patterns  

• Focus on use rather than ownership, sharing resources

• The understanding of prosperity moves beyond GDP 

Place based – balancing local and global interaction 

• Making the best use of a region’s endogenous resources

• Involvement of local population and local influencers

• Transport and trade continue

• Migration continues 



Trends to be considered 
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Resource efficient production 

Territorial ”impacts” of changes in production systems 

Large scale manufacturing experiences economic 

transition 

Innovations are needed for a transition to circular 

economy production systems

Strong focus on repair, reuse and recycle implies new 

jobs in most parts of Europe 



Resource efficient production 



Resource efficient use 

Territorial ”impacts” of changes behaviour and use 

Focus on repair, reuse and recycle implies drastic 

changes in areas with high household waste levels

Sharing economy requires critical mass 

Changing understanding of prosperity – beyond GDP 

and good governance 



Resource efficient use 



Place based – local & global

Territorial ”impacts” of changes local-global 

interaction 

Major transport hubs lose importance

International export-import patterns change 



Place based – local & global



Towards more territorial cohesion 



Place-based circular economy 

Overall territorial consequences

Dramatic changes for all parts of Europe 

Disparities between strong socio-economic areas 

and lagging regions may decline 

Potential for small and medium-sized towns

Challenges for sparsely populated areas 

and inner-peripheries

Challenges or major cities depending on transport 

and material production 

Networks driving innovations in a circular economy and 

leading areas in the sharing economy



Place-based circular economy 



Desirable futures ? 

Visions define a desirable picture of the 

future. This picture is based on a core set 

of ideas, values and principles. 

Other terms that are used to describe similar 

long-term pictures of a desirable future are 

‘perspectives’ or ‘strategies’. 



What futures?

Visions 

without actions are daydreams.

Actions 

without visions risk to become nightmares.



Territorial Foresight 

Framework to support participants in a structured 

forward thinking concerning territorial development. 

Territorial foresight has various benefits:

Approaching complexity and uncertainty

Understanding territorial consequences of 

(im)possible futures

Creating wide ownership

Informing decision making

Territorial foresight can help to see whether a vision is a 

desirable future or what is needed to make it one. 



Just out



EU disintegration has no winners



Places – links – cooperation 

All territories are interdepend

Potential and challenges to be addressed 

together
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Places – links – cooperation 

Interdependencies of places shape Europe's development 

Cooperation is a must, not a luxury 

for all development themes 

European disintegration has no winners in Europe 

Challenges cannot be solved by territories individually 

Functional areas of different geographical size matter 

Functional rural regions

Functional urban-rural partnerships

Cross-border regions

Transnational / macro-regions

Europe

Europe and its neighbourhoods 



Your tailor made Territorial Review 



Your tailor made Territorial Review 
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